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as a primitive child, he contrasts the two periods with telling
effect. The writing is so warm and honest that the reader
believes this is how man really lived after having taken his
historic step forward from the ape. "It is going to be the
most primitive story ever written!" exulted Jack.

Conceived in the dark days when organised religion was
fighting the theory of evolution as a diabolical concoction of
sacrilegious souls, before the methods of scientific investiga-
tion had made much headway against the stone wall of
ritualistic dogma, Before Adam was a brave attempt to
popularise Darwin and Wallace, to bring the meaning of
their work to the masses so they might better understand
their antecedents. He was a superb story-teller, and this book
about primitive people is as absorbing as any of his Alaskan
tales. Though Before Adam misses being first-rate literature
because of the tumultuous haste in which it was poured out,
it makes delightful and illuminating reading, particularly
for young people just beginning to sharpen the teeth of
their mind.

Roscoe bought supplies, hired workmen, rented space in
a shipbuilding dock, then informed Jack that the keel of the
Snark would be laid on the morning of April 18, 1906. On
the eve of the eighteenth Jack talked for hours about his
trip, recalling that " when I was a small boy I read a book
of Melville's called Typee, and many long hours I dreamed
over its pages. I resolved then and there, mightily, come
what would, when I had gained strength and years I too
would voyage to Typee." In the early morning, awakened
by the floor shaking under his bed, he assumed that he had
been dreaming of the valley of Typee and had tossed in his
sleep in excitement. When dawn finally came he saddled
Washoe Ban, rode to the top of Sonoma Mountain, and saw
San Francisco in flames. He returned at top speed to Wake
Robin, caught a train to Oakland, and then a ferry across to
San Francisco, where he took photographs and dashed off a
telegraphic story for Colliers.

Among the many major tragedies brought on by the San
Francisco earthquake and fire, there was the minor tragedy
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